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spelled the ruin of industry. According to a memorandum submitted to the Provisional Government at the end of May by the Association of Industrialists of Southern Russia, the additional "charges imposed upon the metallurgical industry by increased labor and other costs were 10 times higher than "gross profits" and 43 times higher than dividend payments in 1916. Both employers and workers agreed that industry was heading towards disaster, but the recognition of the impending catastrophe did not bring them any closer together. Driven into despair, many employers petitioned the government to take over their establishments or suspend production. The closing down of factories was of daily occurrence in the summer and autumn of 1917. Faced with unemployment, the workers interpreted these decisions as counter-revolutionary and sabotage. The solution advocated by the Bolsheviks and espoused by many labor organizations was the tightening of the screw of workers' control Meanwhile the flow of industrial production thinned to a mere trickle.
The invasion by the factory committees of the fields traditionally regarded as a preserve of the trade unions, and the prominent part they played in the labor movement, created keen rivalry between the two branches of organized labor. Factory committees, moreover, were under strong Bolshevik influence, while throughout most of 1917 the Mensheviks and the socialist revolutionaries largely controlled the trade unions. There arose bitter disagreements on matters of principle and policy. Workers' control, for instance, was unpopular in trade-union circles. To the orthodox trade-unionists factory committees were usurpers and rabble; to the supporters of factory committees trade-unionism was the doctrinaire survival of the capitalist age, which in Russia was about to disappear. The resulting conflict threatened to split the labor movement; it was not resolved, at least formally, until February, 1918, when the factory committees were officially incorporated in the trade unions, which in the meantime had been taken over by the Bolsheviks.
SEPARATIST MOVEMENTS
Among the casualties of the revolution was the notion that "the Russian state is one and indivisible" which appeared in the Fundamental Laws of 1906. With the fall of the monarchy the policy of Russification and administrative centralization brought its fruit: the long pent-up aspirations of the national minorities came to the fore